Make Your Own 


Cabinet of 





THE BEANEY 


Nereis Curiosities 


Take inspiration from our Cabinet of Curiosities and ask you to 
create your own at home! 


What is a Cabinet 
of Curiosities? 


Early collectors wanted to learn 
about the world by looking 
more closely at things. People 
that could, would travel the 
world and bring back different 
objects to display in their homes. 
Often collectors would house 
their collections in a cabinet! 
Sometimes these private 
collections grew and grew to 
become public museums. 








What’s in The Beaney’s 


Cabinet of Curiosities? 


The cabinet at The Beaney houses an amazing collection of things: 


natural history specimens 
ancient sculptures 
a Narwhal tusk 


a Scorpion 
a model canoe 
a snow shoe 


a Crocodile yellow Butterflies 


Can you find them in this picture? 


P Y 
E 


$ 


44 
a . 


ld erie 
— A X. 
EU Pi 


e 
7 " Lon 4 
st 


i 
a 
_ 
pes 
= 
Lj 
-~ 
m 
a 
Ü ae 
-æ 
onn 
L 
t 


ITTPBITII T - 
 Biaacaesen t4 


KA i "n - " 
M PY z - 
ay A ` 7 n =h 1 J 
= Yee 2 y 
x . = pe - 
m ya’ a y > a 
"UI" 
4 Vy Te r 
"n ^4 
BET APTUS | 
~n ; i 
i 
- 


The items in our collection help us think and learn 
about different times, places, animals and people! 





Use this guide to create your own 
Cabinet of Curiosities, we'll show 
you some interesting items from 
our collection to give you some 
ideas. 








So, what makes a good curiosity? 


‘a rare, unusual, or intriguing objecť (dictionary definition) 


A curiosity can be anything interesting, as long as it makes you 
think or remember something. You might find curiosities in your 
home or you might even make some! 


To get you started take some 
inspiration from the rare, 
unusual or intriguing things 
at The Beaney. 








Remember, not everything in a | | 
museum is a rare and valuable À / 
thing. Lots of things can tell a 

story, so if something is special to ...one of your favourite 
you then it's special enough to go or most interesting 

in your cabinet of curiosities! toys! 











CLOTHES AND COSTUMES 


Clothes can tell us a lot of things! Clothes are different all over the 
world, depending on different cultures, climates and lifestyles so 
they can tell us a lot about people’s lives. Clothes have changed 
throughout history, so they tell us about different times too. 








Find an item of clothing or 
a piece of a costume from 
your home! 


It could be something that 
reminds you of a particular 
time, a place you visited or 
journey you took? 





12th - 15th Century, tin-lead Pilgrim Badge 
People & Places Gallery, The Beaney 


Find some 
souvenirs or 
objects that you 
found, bought 
or made when 
you visited 
somewhere! 





Pilgrim badges like this one were made 

in the thousands and were bought by 
pilgrims travelling to Canterbury to pray 
at the shrine of Thomas Becket in the 
hope of blessings and miracle cures. 
Pilgrim badges were essentially religious 
souvenirs. They were worn on either your 
hat or cloak and collected as mementoes 
of the shrines you had visited. 





It may have been somewhere far away but it 
doesn’t have to be, some of the most exciting 
journeys happen close to home. 


See if you can find something natural and 
something that was made. 





TOYS AND TRINKETS 


There are a lot of toys in the museum collection, we have very old 
toys and toys that are quite new, we even have a Victorian doll with 
real human hair! Toys tell us a lot about what life was like for children 
throughout history. A 


Find an interesting 
Toy in your home! 


Maybe you'll choose your favourite E ' Ux 
toy or a toy that's very special to 
you. 


You could try to find the oldest toy 
in your home and the newest. | 


Maybe you have a broken toy and 
you remember how it got broken! 














Artworks and Artefacts 


We believe that creativity, discovery and play are the best way to 
learn and have fun! So far you have discovered some things about 
the museum collection and your own. You’ve had a chance to play, 
searching your home for toys. Now it’s time to get creative! 








Need some inspiration? 


Why not make a drawing, 


Create something to display in painting or sculpture 
your cabinet of curiosities! of one of your pets or 


someone you live with! f 
It could be... / 


A painting or a drawing. 

A sculpture made from clay, 

plasticine or play-doh. 

Something you've pieced j 
together using different things. l 


A photograph you've taken. 


Find something in your home to 
display your collection in or on. 


It could be... 





A cardboard box 





An empty cupboard or cabinet 
An empty shelf 
A mantlepiece 


Take a look at the objects 
that you have selected to 


work out how much 
space you need to 
display them. 





Create a small label to 


go next to each item in 


your display. 











CONGRATULATIONS! 


Yov’re not just a collector, yovu’re a curator too! 


We’d love to see your Cabinet of Curiosities so please share it with us! 
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